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FREDERICK NOEL MATTHEWS 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.50 pm]:  I would like to acknowledge a great Western Australian, 
Australian and old mate who sadly passed away earlier this week.  Frederick Noel Matthews, commonly known 
as “Jo” or “Cowboy” to his wartime mates, was born in England and came to Western Australia as a very young 
Fairbridge farm boy, spending his childhood and early teen years at Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra. 

When World War II broke out, Jo joined the second fourth machine-gun battalion and went to Singapore.  He 
was captured at the fall of Singapore and spent three and a half years as a prisoner of war in Changi, working on 
the Burma Railroad including working on the notorious Hellfire Pass, and in Japan until the end of the war.  His 
POW mates have informed me over the years that Jo’s never-say-die attitude, his humour and resourcefulness 
were an inspiration to all through those dark, POW days. 

Jo, a great survivor, returned, worked in the Williams district, took up farming in Kojonup and married his 
beloved Marion.  Jo played a large role in the Kojonup and Changerup communities, particularly in sport, which 
he always loved.  I can personally vouch for the fact that he was a colourful and loud cricket and football 
supporter. 

Jo played a major role in the Fremantle Army Museum and in tracing lost relatives for families from the war 
years.  He was a great man, a character, a leader and above all a terrific family man.  Jo leaves behind his wife, 
Marion, four children, six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  They will miss him dearly, as will the 
whole community and I.  I am proud and fortunate to have known and been a friend of Jo Matthews. 
 


